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Cinc inna tu s
T h e  s e c r e T  p l o T  T o  s a v e  a m e r i c a

 A novel featuring the high-tech fixing of major golf tournaments …

Washed-up pro golfer Matt Thurman hopes to return to the 
PGA circuit. Instead, he finds himself framed for murder. 

Espy Harper, a Department of Justice attorney, wants to solve a 
mystery involving fixed golf tournaments. Instead, she uncovers a 
Draconian plot with world-changing consequences. 

They’re quest leads them deep into America’s past, to a brotherhood 
of direct descendants of the Continental Army.

It also leads them to a private island with a golf course … the supernatural realm and the 
discoveries of a Latvian immigrant named Edward Leedskalnin, who in the 1920s single-
handedly built what has come to be called America’s Stonehenge—Coral Castle.

In Cincinnatus, authors Rusty McClure and David Stern have woven a dramatic 
tale full of intrigue, golf tournament fixing, murder, and lost love that will leave reader’s 
breathless—and craving for more.

—  Co m ing  November  1 s t ,  2009  — 

the high-tech fixing  
of major golf tournaments...
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e x c e r p T  i

The older man held out his hand. “Can I borrow your club for a moment?”
“My driver?”
“Yes. Your driver. May I?”
Matt held out the driver.
The older man took it.
Which was when Matt noticed that he was wearing gloves—a golf glove on 

each hand. Nobody wears two golf gloves. 
“Thank you.” The man gripped the club handle, squeezing it. Took a step 

back from Matt, positioned himself, and took a practice swing. “You see,” he said, 
“I haven’t had time to get on a course these last few weeks, and my swing has suf-
fered. Wouldn’t you agree?”

Matt shrugged. It wasn’t so much the guy’s swing as his stance. His hips were 
too far apart, his arms not extended enough, his wrists…

The older man smiled. Though dusk had settled onto the course, Matt could 
see a hard glint in the man’s eyes that contradicted the smile. 

The older man turned around and stared at Kazmir.
“Fore,” he said, and swung.
Not like Jack Nicklaus.
Like Barry Bonds.
He swung right at Kazmir. Hit him square in the side of the head.
Kazmir dropped to the ground without a sound.
Matt stood frozen in shock.
Then the ground reached up and smacked him in the face. He lay on the 

green, gasping for air.
He looked up and saw the older guy handing him the driver.
The clubface glistened with something wet. Something red.
“You can have this back.”
The club fell on the ground next to him.
“What…” Matt’s voice caught in his throat; he couldn’t manage more than a whis-

per. “What are you doing?”
“I thought it was fairly obvious.” The older man crouched down next to him. 

“I’m framing you for murder.”

— a novel —6



“What I can tell you,” Harper said, “is that a number of us are involved in a 
very important investigation. Something we’ve been working on a long time.”

“Something to do with Bob Kazmir. Obviously.”
“That’s right.”
And what’s your role in this investigation, Matt was about to ask, when he saw 

a little plastic ID card clipped to the front of her jacket.
Cincinnati DOJ. 
“DOJ. Department of Justice.”
Harper shot him a glance.
“Are you a lawyer or something?” Matt asked.
She didn’t respond, but Matt could read the answer in her eyes. She was a 

lawyer, all right. A government lawyer. That fit.
“We arranged for your escape,” she continued, “because we thought you might 

be able to help us with our investigation.”
“I’ll help if I can,” Matt said. “Only—and don’t take this the wrong way—how 

can I help without knowing what this is about?”
“You can give us the benefit of your expertise.”
“My expertise?”
“Let me start with a hypothetical question—one we’ve been kicking around 

for some time now.”
Matt turned in his seat to face her. She shot him a sidelong glance, and then 

turned her attention back to the road.
“How—hypothetically speaking—would somebody go about fixing a golf 

tournament?”

e x c e r p T  i i
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Rusty McClure, is the New York Times best selling author of 
Crosley: Two Brothers and a Business Empire that Transformed The Nation. He has a 
Master of Divinity degree from Emory University and a Harvard MBA. An 
advisor and investor in numerous entrepreneurial projects Rusty teaches the 
entrepreneurial course at Ohio Wesleyan University. He is the son of Ellen 
Crosley McClure, daughter of Lewis Crosley. She is the sole surviving direct 
descendant of the Crosley brothers. He resides with his wife, daughters in 
Dublin, Ohio. 

Rusty has served as a PGA scoring observer for twenty years. As a member 
of Cat Cay, a private island in the Bahamas, Rusty played golf on its Windsor 
Downs course.

David Stern, author of over two dozen fiction and non-fiction 
titles including the New York Times best selling novelization Blair Witch Project: 
A Dossier and Crosley: Two Brothers and a Business Empire that Transformed The 
Nation. He has worked on a wide range of titles during his twenty-year career 
in the publishing industry. He has edited numerous national best-sellers 
and worked with many award winning authors. He lives with his wife and 
children in Massachusetts.

TOM LYNCH has been referred to as one of the nation’s premier 
watercolorists. He has been the featured artist for the Men’s, Women’s, 
and Seniors’ U.S. Open Golf Championships; numerous PGA events and 
tournaments; as well as a long list of Private Clubs. He has written 7 books 
and hosted several award winning PBS TV Art Series. He was recently listed 
as one of the nation’s top 20 teachers by a leading Art magazine. Toms’ 
numerous awards include: “The Municipal Art League of Chicago Award of 
Excellence”, “Landscape Artist of the Year”, and he was the first American 
selected for Honorary Membership in the “Canadian Watercolor Society”. 
When you look at Tom Lynch’s paintings, be prepared to surrender your 
imagination to an exciting world of shimmering color and captivating mood.  
Tom is also the talented artist who painted the cover of Cincinnatus: The Secret 
Plot to Save America.

about the authors

about the cover illustrator
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To request 
New York Times Best Selling Author

  
Rusty McClure 

as your event speaker

Contact 
gmcclure@columbus.rr.com

or call 614-679-0110
www.rustymcclure.com

100+ speaking engagements with references•	

20 years PGA scoring experience•	

Masters of  Divinity Emory University•	

MBA Harvard Business School•	
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Your existing photograph or drawing •	
of  your signature hole customized on 
the cover of  Cincinnatus.  

Signed and Personalized for each  •	
member of  your organization by  
New York Times Best Selling author 
Rusty McClure (see example on Page 3).

Your Signature Hole watercolor •	
painted, matted and signed by artist 
Tom Lynch and customized on the 
cover of  Cincinnatus.

100 book minimum for customized 
painted cover or our photoshop art 
rendition of  your signature hole.

No minimum for as is published 
Cincinnatus cover with autograph and 
personalization.

Pricing — $20/unit to $65/unit

For details  
cincinnatusorder@gmail.com  

or call 614-562-4691

Options
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Contacts

Russell Pinto 
rpinto912@gmail.com 

614-562-4691

Amanda Ovalle

amanda@fruitiquepopsicles.com

614-804-2602
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Praise for Cincinnatus

“...Totally captivating page turner with a great twist on golf...”  
	 — Brandon Sweeney, Media Director, French Lick Resort

“...I thoroughly enjoyed reading it and believe it is a very good story.  This is a book that I would buy and 
recommend to others...” — Kevin Kennebeck, General Manager Muirfield Village Golf Club

“...Really enjoyed Cincinnatus — first golf related novel in over two years that I have liked — Can see it 
made into a movie because of the interesting characters and the many twists and turns of the plot...”  
	 — Jan Martin, Editor, Little Black Book of Golf

“This book is one of those page-turners. I seldom read a book quickly, as I am distracted by other projects. 
This one got me. I could hardly wait to get back to it and completed the 500 pages in a week...”  
	 — John Darling, Founder, Senior Friendly golf dot com

“...Thriller sheds light on a secret Cincinnati society with a rare twist on golf...”  — The Cincinnati Enquirer

“...With all the hype surrounding books such as Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code, or The Romanov 
Prophecy by Steve Berry, it was only a matter of time before we got an American-based thrill ride like 
Cincinnatus. Rusty McClure and David Stern spin the tale around a golf caddy Matt Thurman. 
Cincinnatus is a gem and it is nice to have a historical thriller that hits deep in America’s roots.  
	 — Kalyn Ekstrom   Barnes & Noble Booksellers. Silverdale, WA

“...Cincinnatus-The Plot to Save America is an absolute masterpiece. This is spine tingling suspense from 
beginning to end. The characters seem so real that they just jump off the pages and I felt a real empathy for 
them. The venues, however, are real. It is amazing how all of the events are tied together by the end. I couldn’t 
put this book down from the start. I would rate this book as a 5-star...”	 — Doug B, Amazon Book Reviewer

“...From the beginning, Rusty McClure’s “Cincinnatus”, takes readers on an adventure filled with suspense 
and intrigue. We travel from Cincinnati, to Los Angeles, to Florida and the Bahamas with fascinating 
villains and unlikely heroes and heroines. This would make a fine Hitchcockian film. Treat yourself to some 
fun mystery...”	 — David Gray, Amazon Book Reviewer
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